I am writing as one of your constituents to bring to your attention the urgent situation of children growing up in social care homes in Bulgaria. This was recently demonstrated in the BBC documentary entitled 'Bulgaria's Abandoned Children', which was broadcast at 10 pm on BBC2 on 18 November. The programme is about a social care home in Mogilino, Bulgaria, where 75 unwanted children are growing up. You can watch it online on Google.

Most of the children cannot talk because no one has ever spoken to them. Some are abused by the staff but are unable to report it as they cannot speak. The children are severely malnourished and several die every year due to neglect. They are locked away at night with only one member of staff to care for all 75 and most never get to go outside. With nothing to do all day, they simply sit and rock backwards and forwards - a typical human response to lack of stimulation. In the mornings they are herded to the showers naked and not even given towels to dry themselves. The younger children sit on potties for most of the day, just rocking.

What is deeply shocking is that this is not the only home like this - in Bulgaria thousands of children grow up in an institution such as this one. Most of them have families who have not relinquished their parental rights and would not place their child in an institution if they had a choice. They didn't have a choice. Parents of children born even with a mild disability are advised by ‘professionals’ to leave them in institutions. There are no community-based services to help the development of and the care for disabled children. The financial support available to such families, who are disproportionately impoverished in the poorest EU country, is inadequate.

This is happening despite consecutive Bulgarian governments’ stated commitment to reform the child welfare system. 30 million US dollars of loans and donations poured into the country for child welfare reform in the past six years by the World Bank, the European Union and our Department for International development have achieved nothing to change this. 

Here, in the UK, I know of thousands of people who would do whatever is necessary, to put an end to the appalling abuse of children’s rights in this European country. Many of these people who have already written to their Members of the European Parliament are concerned that they only talk in their responses about how the situation in Mogilino is being addressed and appear to believe that the problem has been solved. It has not. 
I am writing to urge you as my representative to make sure that the European Parliament uses all its leverage on the European Commission and the Bulgarian Parliament and government and ensure commitment by Bulgarian Prime Minister that the government will allocate sufficient resources in its budget, starting from the next financial year, to enable the closure of all similar warehouses and the transition of the children and young adults to appropriate supported accommodation in the communities they come from. Only under this condition should Bulgaria be allowed to use EU funding for this purpose and under strict monitoring to ensure that every penny invested has benefitted children.
I look forward to hearing from you about your efforts to stop the abuse of vulnerable children in the EU.

